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SUB J : PRESIDENT-ELECT LUCAS WILL BE TOUGHER ON BELIZE 

1 . BELIZE WAS ONE OF THE SUBJECTS ADDRESSED BY GENERAL ROMEO 
LUCAS DURING HIS MAY 12 CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR AND 
POLITICAL SECTION CHIEF. (SEPTEL DEALS WITH OTHER ASPECTS.) 

2. IN RESPONSE TO THE AMBASSADOR'S INQUIRY REGARDING FOREIGN 
POLICY VIEWS OF THE INCOMING GOVERNMENT, BELIZE AMONG THEM. 

LUCAS BEGAN BY SAING THAT THE CONSTITUTION REQUIRED THE ARMY 
TO DEFEND GUATEMALA’S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY. THUS, IF 
INDEPENDENCE WERE GRANTED WITHOUT GUATEMALAN CONSENT, THE 
ARMY WOULD HAVE TO MOVE. OTHERWISE THE GUATEMALAN PEOPLE 
WOULD ASK WHY HAVE AN ARMY. WHILE HE WAS NOT OPPOSED TO A 
COMPROMISE SOLUTION BASED ON TERRITORIAL TRANSACTION, THE 
MOHO LINE WAS OUT OF THE QUESTION. IT WOULD REPRESENT A 
TRANSFER OF NOTHING BUT SWAMPLAND IN HIS VIEW. BETRAYING A 
CERTAIN UNFAMILIARITY WITH BELIZEAN HYDROGRAPHY, LUCAS NOTED 
THAT AT FLOOD STAGE THE SARSTOON AND MOHO ROVERS ARE ONE. 

3. GENERAL LUCAS SAID GUATEMALA DID NOT ASPIRE TO ALL OF 
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BELIZE, "ONLY TOLEDO DISTRICT." GUATEMALA HAD ETHNIC AFFINI- 
TIES WITH THE LATTER AND NEEDED IT TO PROVIDE OCEAN ACCESS 
FOR PETEN PRODUCTION VIA POPTUN. ASKED WHETHER HE REALLY 
MEANT ALL OF TOLEDO DISTRICT, LUCAS RETREATED SOMEWHAT AND 
SAID PERHAPS NOT EVEN EVERYTHING SOUTH OF THE MONKEY RIVER 
WOULD BE NECESSARY, CONCEDING AT ONE POINT THAT THE GOG HAD 
NO PARTICULAR INTEREST IN THE (MAYA) MOUNTAINS. 
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4. LUCAS MAINTAINED THAT THE CUBANS WERE TRYING TO TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF THE SITUATION, AND ALLUDED TO CONTACTS BETWEEN 
THEM AND BELIZEAN ATTORNEY GENERAL ASSAD SHOMAN. HE 
DESCRIBED THE DISPUTE AS A "RUNNING SORE," AND EXPRESSED THE 
FERVENT HOPE THAT IT WOULD BE SETTLED SOON SO THAT THE TWO 
PEOPLES COULD LIVE IN PEACE. 

5. COMMENT: THESE COMMENTS SUPPORT EXPECTATIONS THAT THE 
LUCAS GOVERNMENT WILL PROVE CONSIDERABLY LESS FLEXIBLE THAN 
THE CURRENT ADMINISTRATION ABOUT WHAT MIGHT CONSTITUTE A 
SATISFACTORY SETTLEMENT. THEY ALSO SUGGEST AGAIN THAT HE 
AND VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT VILLAGRAN KRAMER (SEE GUATEMALA 2248) 
DO NOT SEE EYE TO EYE ON THIS ISSUE. 
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